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HERE was almost a boom in build- 
i ae for public libraries in Flor- 
ida during 1959. The new structures 
range from the traditional to the mod- 
ern. Librarians and boards who con- 
template new buildings in the immedi- 
ate future will want to study them 
carefully, and to read the recent litera- 
ture on library architecture. 


FORT LAUDERDALE 


A dream of long standing came true 
for the staff and patrons of Fort Lau- 
derdale Public Library when it opened 
the doors of its new building this fall. 
The well lighted, open arrangement of 
the spacious interior gives the reader 
a feeling of freedom. This same open 
arrangement allows a single attendant 
at the circulation desk to supervise the 
entire library in slack periods. 

Consultant John C. Settelmayer of 
Atlanta Public Library, architects 
Gamble, Powanell and Gilroy and J. 
B. Orr, contractor, were responsible 
for this 121’ x 201’ building at a cost 


Public Library Buildings 


by VERNA NISTENDIRK 


of $240,000. This was provided by a 
city bond issue while the $50,000 for 
furnishings came from the sale of the 
old building. The site at 1300 East Sun- 
rise Boulevard is in a city owned park, 
in the population center of the city. 

This contemporary structure of brick, 
stucco and plate glass with aluminum 
trim has an exterior color scheme of 
green and brown. The zigzag interior 
walls, good display areas and steel col- 
umns placed at 25’ to 40’ distances re- 
move any feeling of the old fashioned 
rectangular building from the large 
single floor. 

When the patron enters the library 
the charging desk is in front of him. 
To his right is the large triangular adult 
reading and reference area with almost 
6,000 square feet of space. Back of the 
adult services section is an ample as- 
sembly or discussion room which may 
be divided by folding doors into two 
smaller rooms. A separate entrance 
and moveable grills excluding the adult 
section permits this space to be used 
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FLOOR PLAN—FoORT LAUDERDALE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The efficient use of space, and the ease of supervision can be readily seen from this 
drawing. Note especially the relation of the assembly room to the reading areas. 


after library hours. Public rest rooms 
are arranged so that they may be used 
by both areas. 


To the left of the entrance way is 
the children’s, young people’s and fine 
arts division. It is also triangular in 
shape and approximately the same size 
of the adult service area. In the zigzag 
section of this side are the boys’ and 
girls’ rest rooms, the offices of the li- 
brarian, assistant librarian and secre- 
tarial staff and the supply room. The 
librarian’s office serves as the board 
meeting room. The office suite opens 
into both the public area and the li- 
brary work space. Back and to the left 
of the offices is the staff iounge with a 
small kitchen unit. 


Back of the children’s division is a 
bookmobile and loading ramp with 
space for two vehicles. The ramp leads 
to the stack and work area. 
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Directly behind the charging desk is 
the enclosed work and stack area which 
comprises approximately one third of 
the space. The mechanical rooms ad- 
join this section and provide adequate 
air control of the building. Materials 
used and arrangements are planned so 
that maintenance costs are very low. 


The interior has a white and grey 
color scheme with walnut and Park- 
wood 6000 furnishings. The combina- 
tion was chosen so that colorful books 
would be the important attraction and 
stand out as they should. 


The furnishings include Jan Risom 
occasional furniture, Bro-Dart wood 
stacks and other standard library equip- 
ment, Remington Rand charging desk 
and card catalog cases, Estey steel 
stacks, Yoeman-Smith kitchen unit and 
Corry-Jamison desks for the work area. 
In addition a background music system 
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by Gold Coast Sound Industries was 
installed. 

Miss Maryadaleen Aughe, librarian, 
advises all who start a building pro- 
gram to employ a good architect and 
a good consultant and to make certain 
that both understand that they must 
work together. It is important to ar- 
range for a job inspector who is em- 
ployed by the governing body. 

In writing the specifications, Miss 
Aughe recommends that they allow for 
bids on parts as well as for the com- 
plete specifications. In planning , for 
equipment, be sure to specify who is 
to supervise the installation. The li- 
brarian may be left to do it if this is 
neglected. 

She suggests that the moving be 
planned early and that the librarian 
should expect a decided increase in li- 
brary use as soon as the new building 
is opened. The Fort Lauderdale cir- 


culation jumped 100% immediately. 


HOLLYWOOD 

The City of Hollywood sold its very 
inadequate library to the U. S. Post 
Office Department for the site of the 
new post office. After much discussion 
the new building was placed in the 
southeast quadrangle of the Adminis- 
trative Circle of city buildings. This is 
in the center of population as the city 
is developing, and since this was city 
owned land, some money was saved in 
the choice of the site. 


The building is 150’ x 60’ with 7,530 
square feet on each floor. At this time 
the library occupies only the first floor 
but it anticipates the use of the second 
floor when more space is needed. It is 
of concrete block construction with 
steel and reinforced concrete beams 
and a long span open web floor and 
roof joists. 

The wide overhangs over most of 
the windows eliminate as much sun as 
possible. The awning type windows are 


WIDE WINDOW OVERHANGS MAKE HOLLYWOOD'S NEW BUILDING COOL. 





PINK WALLS, WHITE ROOF AND GREEN SHUTTERS FOR KEY WEST. 


within eighteen inches of the floor in 
all the library except the children’s 
room to allow better ventilation. The 
flooring is rubber tile With the tile on 
the second floor cushioned to eliminate 
noise. Wall and ceiling construction are 
also arranged to eliminate noise. For- 
mica paneling is used on the walls be- 
hind the charging desk and in the foyer. 

The over-all cost of the building was 
$164,000. Claus Moberg was the ar- 
chitect and Hatton Brothers the con- 
tractor. No consultant was employed. 

The inviting appearance of the li- 
brary shows what good arrangement 
and excellent housekeeping can do. 
The old shelving, tables and chairs 
were dark maple finish. At a cost of 
$11,000 the necessary new furnishings 
and equipment were purchased: low 
cocktail-height tables for the reading 
section, chairs with coral upholstery 
and draperies of warm beige to match 
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the walls of the reading room. 

Mrs. Eugenia Whelan, librarian, 
states there has been a tremendous gain 
in the number of patrons since the new 
library was opened. 


MONROE COUNTY LIBRARY 

The new Monroe County Library in 
Key West is of Bermuda type architec- 
ture and was designed by William H. 
Merriam of Miami. The exterior is 
stucco on concrete block construction, 
painted a soft shell pink with a white 
tile roof. The trim is white and the 
shutters are seafoam green. The build- 
ing is located on a valuable half block 
of well-drained, high property, the gift 
of Karl O. Thompson, a native Key 
Wester. The library is within two blocks 
of the heart of the business district, 
near the post office and the court house. 

The interior walls, which are plaster- 
ed over rocklath, are pale green with 

(Continued on Page 19) 





The Bookmobile in Florida 


The Principle 


by ROBERT E. HAMILTON 


s the bookmobile an economical and 
 cedasine addition to library serv- 
ices? This is one of the questions asked 
daily in many libraries throughout the 
state of Florida, both of library boards 
and librarians. A look at the existing 
situation and a prophetic glance at the 
future give an unqualified answer, 
“Yes.” F 

The bookmobile has done many 
things for the libraries of Florida. The 
report of the expenditures of the Rural 
Grants to Public Libraries administer- 
ed by the State Library shows the ac- 
ceptance of this form of library exten- 
sion. While it is true that the terms and 
requirements for rural grants tended to 
make the use of bookmobiles by the 
project librarians necessary, a poll of 
the libraries involved will attest to the 
success of this type of library extension. 

Fundamentally, the reasons for using 
bookmobiles or traveling libraries are 
varied. First, it has been found that 
they are an economical way to intro- 
duce library service to an area. Second, 
they enable the locations of future 
branches of the library system to be 
scientifically placed in the library’s 
service area. Third, sparsely settled 
areas can be handled where it would 
be economically impossible to build 
and maintain branch libraries or even 
station libraries. All three of these 
reasons have been demonstrated in 
Florida. Finally, varying types of book- 
mobiles can be used, which will pro- 
vide better service to the areas covered. 

Most libraries are now faced with 

(Continued on Page 22) 


The Picture 
by VERNA NISTENDIRK 


ACKSONVILLE had a very useful 

bookmobile with outside shelving as 
early as 1928. This was purchased at 
a total cost of $1,178.63 and was re- 
tired from service in 1936. In 1932, 
1,392 patrons borrowed 33,318 vol- 
umes from its shelves. Mr. Wesley 
Summers, Gaylord representative in 
Florida, was bookmobile librarian 
when it was retired. Jacksonville finally 
purchased a new bookmobile in 1958 
after years of effort in that direction. 

The second attempt at “carrying” 
books to people was made in 1948 
when Mrs. S. M. Marfak, Coco Plum 
librarian in Dade County, had a triple 
bookshelf installed in her own little 
coupe and made three community stops 
every Wednesday. A newspaper ac- 
count states she contacted thirty-five 
young readers and circulated fifty-five 
books on her first trip. 

In 1949 the Orlando Sorosis Club 
had succeeded in raising $6,000 for the 
purchase of a bookmobile and a spe- 
cial act was passed enabling Orange 
County to contract with the City of 
Orlando for bookmobile service. The 
Sorosis Club purchased a Studebaker 
chassis and had a Wayne body custom 
designed by the Rivers Body Works at 
Jacksonville. This was one of three 
projects which brought them a $3,000 
Kroger Award for community service. 
It is still in use but like the wonderful 
one hoss shay, it is falling apart after 
over 78,000 miles and ten years of 
service. The Orange County Friends of 
the Library are conducting a drive to 

(Continued on Page 22) 








LEARWATER is mentioned in written 

history as early as 1528, when 
Panfilo DeNarvaez, the Spanish Gov- 
ernor of Florida, sailed into Clear 
Water Harbor with several ships and 
400 soldiers. Here they found high 
coastal bluffs — the highest along the 
west coast of Florida—and on them a 
large village of Hirrihigua Indians, a 
tribe of the Seminoles, and the council 
lodge of their Chief Ucita. 

In 1823, the first white settlers came 
to the area when Dr. Odet Phillippe and 
his family landed. Dr. Phillippe, a 
grand-nephew of King Louis VI, of 
France, had been a school friend of 
Napoleon, and was later named by 
Napoleon to be head surgeon of the 
French Navy. After the Battle of Tra- 
falgar, he was sent by the victorious 
British as a prisoner to Nassau, for- 
bidden ever to return to France. 

After his release and a short resi- 
dence in Charleston, he outfitted a sail- 
ing vessel to accommodate his family, 
slaves, and household goods, and set 
sail for Florida seeking a new home. 
Off the west coast of Florida, his ship 
was halted by Juan Gomez, the pirate. 
Instead of the expected attack, he was 
called upon to treat Gomez’ crew pro- 
fessionally, for there was fever on the 
pirate ship. Dr. Phillippe emerged from 
this encounter with Gomez’ avowed 
friendship and a written guarantee of 
immunity from pirate attack forever. 

Gomez pointed out Old Tampa Bay 
as a likely spot for the doctor’s new 
home, and designated a shell mound, 
just six miles east of the present site of 
Clearwater, near which there was a 
good spring. The doctor followed his 
advice and subsequently planted the 






10 


Clearwater: Our Convention C ity 





first orange grove on the west coast of 
Florida. Some of his trees still stand on 
the shell mound, which now has been 
dedicated as Phillippe Park, an out- 
standing beauty spot of Pinellas County. 

Pirate tales abound on the west coast, 
and an archaeological expedition from 
the Smithsonian Institution has found 
relics of pre-historic and early Indian 
life. Historians, however, place the real 
beginning of the town of Clearwater in 
1841, near the close of the Seminole 
Wars. General William Henry Harrison, 
who later became president, visited the 
bluffs overlooking Clear Water Harbor, 
and became so impressed with the cli- 
mate that he urged the establishment of 
a fort here as a convalescent camp for 
sick soldiers. The camp, named Fort 
Harrison in his honor, was in use but a 
few months, and only a tablet on one 
of the city’s finest waterfront estates 
now marks its location. But with the 
Indians driven out, the lands along the 
coast were opened by the federal gov- 
ernment for homesteading, and a farm 
community began to grow. 

The name Clear Water Harbor goes 
back to the earliest maps. The estab- 
lishment of a post office saw the 
shortening of the name of the town to 
Clear Water, and then a space con- 
scious newspaper headline writer made 
it into one word, and the practice stuck. 

Growing fast since 1940, today the 
city has a population of 43,000 and is 
visited constantly by tourists and con- 
vention visitors. Its extensive beach is 
reputed to be one of the finest and 
safest in the world for all the family. 


(Note: This sketch was abridged from 
information supplied by Frances Reed, 
Clearwater Chamber of Commerce.) 


CLEARWATER’S BUILDING, ERECTED IN 1915, ENLARGED IN 1937, 
SOON TO BE EXPANDED AGAIN. 


Clearwater’s Public Library 


HE Clearwater Public Library is 
Sag of the best-loved and most- 
used of all the city’s many recreational 
and cultural facilities. Old and young 
alike patronize it constantly, and the 


attractive little white-trimmed, buff 
brick building on Osceola Avenue, just 
around the corner from the downtown 
section, is bulging at the seams. In a 
recent bond issue, $200,000 has been 
allocated for library expansion. Plans 
include an addition to the main library, 
a building for the Negro branch, and 
a branch facility at Clearwater Beach 
in the new Civic Building. 

The library was founded in 1911, 
by a civic minded group, and the orig- 
inal building was erected in 1915-16, 
with the aid of a Carnegie grant. It was 
enlarged in 1937-39 to about three 


times its former size, and in 1948 was 
refurbished generally and given some 
major structural repairs. 

Miss Sarah Byers, librarian for the 
past seventeen years, joined the staff 
in 1933. She now has seven assistants, 
a volunteer page and two janitors on 
her staff. The present book stock is 
about 75,000, but this does not include 
magazines, maps, picture puzzles, 
pamphlets and newspapers which are 
also available. Total circulation for 
1959 was 198,083 — a considerable 
increase from the 13,321 total for 
1920, the first year for which records 
are available. 

The library is city supported, but 
serves a much larger community. Fam- 
ilies living outside the municipal boun- 
daries pay a small annual fee, and visi- 
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Miss SARAH BYERS 


tors to the resort city put up a deposit 
before withdrawing books. 

The Clearwater Negro Library was 
opened in April, 1950. Space which 
was doubled in 1954 now again is at 


a premium, and as a result of the bond 
issue plans are being laid for a new 
library building. 

Its founders were cautioned at the 
start that the Negro adult population 
would not use library facilities, and 
that only books of use to school chil- 
dren would be needed. There are now 
8,000 books on its shelves, and 410 
juvenile and 375 adult borrowers’ cards 
have been issued. Over 120 school 
children use the library per day, and 
these figures do not include the stu- 
dents at the Junior College level. 

Mrs. Christine Morris, branch li- 
brarian, and Miss Delores Jerrido, as- 
sistant, are enthusiastic as they tell of 
the growth of the library. Mrs. Morris 
says, “The adult Negro people seem- 
ingly are becoming a bit tired of their 
radios and television sets. More and 
more they are turning to books for re- 
creation, and as they become acquaint- 
ed with books, their tastes in reading 
are fast improving.” 


BELOW: Mrs. CHRISTINE MORRIS GREETS HER PATRONS WITH A FRIENDLY SMILE. 





STATE LIBRARY NEWS 


County and regional library projects in 
Florida under the Library Services Act pro- 
gram have been mentioned frequently on 
this page. But little has been said about the 
statewide project that centers in the State 
Library. “Project A—Strengthening the State 
Agency,” as it is designated in the State 
Plan, consists of two parts: 


1. Consultant service to local libraries 
through visits and correspondence and 
promotional work for the extension of 
library service to unserved rural areas. 


. Interlibrary, package—or group—loan, 
and reference services to supplement 
local book collections. 


Each year since July, 1957, when Florida 
began participating in the program, the 
State Library has budgeted $40,000 in Fed- 
eral funds for the central project. Salaries of 
two library consultants, and a secretary for 
the extension department are provided, to- 
gether with additional funds for travel by 
the extension staff and for publication of 
Libraries for Florida. 


The extension staff supervises the county 
and regional projects, but its members also 
devote much time to visiting other libraries 
and assisting librarians with their problems. 
Libraries for Florida, which is edited by Mr. 
Thomas Dreier, Chairman of the State Li- 
brary Board, is sent to key public officials 
and public libraries and board members. 

Federal funds have also made possible a 
healthy increase in the State Library’s book 
budget. Expenditures for books in 1956, 
when 2,173 volumes were acquired by pur- 
chase, were $6,849; in 1959, 7,178 volumes 
were bought at a cost of $22,725. Salaries 
of an assistant cataloger and a clerk are 
charged to the central budget. 


Improvement of the State Library’s book 
stock and the activities of the extension staff 
are reflected in substantial growth in the 
library’s loan services. The increase in inter- 
library loans in 1959 over 1956 was 178.6 
per cent, the absolute figures being 3,350 and 
1,210. Group loans last year totaled 43,230 
as contrasted with 15,856 in 1956—an in- 
crease of 172.3 per cent. 


Interlibrary loans were made last year to 
111 libraries, 106 in Florida and 5 out of 


state. Of the Florida libraries, 90 were pub- 
lic, 10 high school, and 6 college or special. 

The continued growth of the interlibrary 
loan service is gratifying, but book stock still 
falls far short of what is needed. During the 
six months ending in December, 1959, 578 
titles were requested which the library did 
not own. We ordered, and later sent, 69 
titles to the requesting libraries, but 509 
title requests were unfilled, mainly because 
the books were out of print and unavailable 
by purchase. 

The library accepts subject as well as title 
requests. It handled 525 reference questions 
in connection with interlibrary loans during 
the year. 

Since last July, the State Library has pro- 
vided simple triple-copy 3’ x 5” interlibrary 
loan forms, which are supplied without 
charge to Florida Libraries. It also provides 
printed gummed labels for the return of 
books to the library. 

Borrowing libraries pay postage, as is 
customary. To expedite clerical work, a uni- 
form charge, based on average costs, is 
made for interlibrary loans. The charge is 6 
cents for the first book and 2 cents for each 
additional book shipped in one parcel. 


Pre-Convention Workshop 
on Book Selection 


The Public Library Section is sponsoring 
a Book Selection Workshop, beginning at 
1:30 P.M., Wednesday, March 30, at the 
Fort Harrison Hotel. There will be a din- 
ner and an evening meeting. The final ses- 
sion will be Thursday morning. 

Miss Evelyn Levy, Assistant Coordinator 
of Adult Services, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore, will be consultant. The tentative 
program includes: Wednesday afternoon, 
Objectives and policies; Wednesday evening, 
group discussions on pertinent problems of 
book selection, and a talk on “Controversial 
Books,” by Dr. Archie McNeal, Chairman 
of the Intellectual Freedom Committee of 
ALA; Thursday morning, a summary of the 
group discussions, and a session on Book 
Selection Aids. 

Mrs. Virginia Grazier, Gainesville Public 
Library, is Section Chairman, and is receiv- 
ing registrations. 
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Trustees Hold 
Regional 
Meetings 


by SARA ROGERS 
Chairman, Trustees Section 


Trustees, citizens and friends of libraries 
attended regional meetings in Gainesville, 
Panama City, Tampa and Fort Pierce in 
November. Similar programs were planned 
and at least eighteen persons made talks or 
led discussions in each meeting. 

~ GAINESVILLE MEETING 

The Gainesville meeting held in that li- 
brary on November 4 had an attendance of 
eighty-seven persons with only four librar- 
ians present. Activities of the area were 
truly exciting with Mrs. J. W. Barber telling 
about the referendum held in Baker County 
the day before with an affirmative vote in 
support of the establishment of a library. 
The Jacksonville delegation told about their 
development program and _ introduced the 
wife of their new librarian, Mrs. Harry Brin- 
ton. They and Gainesville answered many 
questions regarding the establishment of a 
Friends of the Library organization. 

At this meeting, Mr. S. L. Townsend, 
chairman of the Gilchrist County Library 
Board and vice chairman of the Suwannee 
River Regional Library Board, described the 
operations and told the advantages of be- 
longing to the regional library. He pointed 
out the value of a wide selection of books 
available at all times to the entire area, the 
continuing 2id and supervision of trained 
personnel, and the centralized ordering and 
processing which gave Gilchrist County 
many advantages not available to much 
larger counties. 

Nassau County citizens who attended the 
meeting were asking all sorts of questions re- 
garding the establishment of good library 
service in order to start a movement for 
county wide service on their own. 

Congressman Billy Matthews gave an in- 
spiring talk about the great need for books, 


14 










adequate reference and informational as- 
sistance and inspiration that libraries bring 
to citizens everywhere. He pledged his sup- 
port and assistance in the library develop- 
ment program. 

Senator J. Emory Cross advised all citi- 
zens, and especially library officials and 
friends, to see that all local, county, and 
state officials understand the need for libra- 
ries and know that state funds must be made 
available if Florida’s libraries are to grow. 
Attending the luncheon were Representatives 
Ralph Turlington and Osee Fagan, County 
Commissioners Johnson, Martin and Du- 
rance and City Manager Layton. 

There was ample time for the group to 
get acquainted with the attractive Gainesville 
Library and to talk with board members 
from both Alachua and Bradford Counties 
(Gainesville Public Library is the head- 
quarters for the new Santa Fe Regional 
Library which serves Alachua and Bradford 
Counties by contract). 


PANAMA CITY MEETING 

The Panama City meeting was attended 
by forty-two interested citizens who were 
particularly interested in expanded library 
services. Citizens from Gulf County with no 
library service stated that they expected to 
request funds next year and hoped to join 
with Bay County Library to form another 
regional library. Fort Walton Beach told of 
increased funds and their plan for a new 
building. Crestview, the youngest library 
present, is seeking public support. Santa 
Rosa County Library plans to distribute 
books, even with inadequate facilities, 
throughout the county. Quincy Friends of 
the Library organization was of great in- 
terest to those attending the meeting. 

County Commissioner Jack Levins from 
Tallahassee told the story of the establish- 
ment of the Leon County Library complete 
with two straw votes, one of all citizens and 
another of the freeholders. Leon County 
Library is one of the few libraries in the 
state with an appropriation of one full mill 
from the general funds. 

Representative William Harris made a 
plea that citizens know the persons seeking 
office and that they elect men of sound in- 
tegrity. He says these men will then support 
good library service. But they must under- 
stand what the library will do and how the 
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Highlights Of The Program hiirty 


Clearwater, Mg Ar 


Thursday, March 31, 1960 
10:00 a.m. REGISTRATION BEGINS and is continuous. 
11:00 a.m. EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING. Frank B. Sessa, presiding. 


2:30 p.m. FIRST GENERAL SESSION. Frank B. Sessa, presiding. 


“National Library Week in Florida.” Oscar C. Everhart, Librarian, Miami 
Beach Public Library; State Executive Director, NLW. 

“A Re-consideration of the Legislative Program.” Dorothy Dodd, Librarian, 
Florida State Library. 


4:30 p.m. OPENING OF EXHIBITS. Introductions by Frank B. Sessa. 


8:15 p.m. SECOND GENERAL SESSION. Frank B. Sessa, presiding. 


“Nor Yet the Last.” Benjamin E. Powell, Director, Duke University Library; 
President, American Library Association. 


10:00 p.m. RECEPTION. 


Friday, April 1, 1960 
8:15a.m. BOOK REVIEWS 


CHILDREN’S Books: Dorothy Hansen, Consultant, Florida State Library. 


ADULT Books: Mrs. Helga Eason, Director, Community Relations Depart- 
ment, Miami Public Library. 


9:30 a.m. TRUSTEES AND FRIENDS SECTION. Chairman, Mrs. Sara Rogers, 
Trustee, Suwannee River Regional Library. 


Reports from Regional Meetings: PANAMA City: William Winters, Port St. 
Joe, “Starting a New Library.” GAINESVILLE: Mrs. Bruton Woodward, 
Gainesville. “Regional Library Service.” TAMPA: Mrs. J. Hubert Sapp, 
Orlando. “Friends of the Library Organizations.” ForT PieERCcE: Mrs. F. B. 
Williamson, Jr., Stuart. “Library Finances.” MIAMI: Mrs. Reba Daner, 
Miami Beach. “South Florida Looks Ahead.” 

Speaker: To be announced. 


10:00 a.m. COLLEGE AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION. Chairman, Mr. Lynn 
Walker, Engineering & Physics Library, University of Florida. 


“Special Library Development in Florida.” PARTICIPANTS: Elsie Noey, 
Librarian, Martin Company, Orlando; Thomas P. McGinty, Librarian, 
Pratt & Whitney Aircraft, West Palm Beach; Mrs. Marguerite Batey, State 
Plant Board of Florida, Gainesville. 


10:00 a.m. SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES SECTION: Chairman, Miss 
Grace Rayfuse, Children’s Division, Miami Public Library. 


“Cooperation Between School and Public Libraries.” A Discussion. 

MopERATOR: Mrs. Dilla MacBean, former Director of School Libraries, 
Chicago Public Schools. PANEL: Helen L. Keefe, Children’s Librarian, 
Tampa Public Library; R. Earl Kipp, County Superintendent of Schools, 
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Orange County; Mrs. Betty Lunnon, Supervisor of School Libraries, Dade 
County; Mrs. Mary Alice Parsons, Librarian, St. Lucie County Library. 


12:30 p.m. CATALOGERS’ ROUNDTABLE luncheon and business meeting. Mrs. 
Helen C. Purdy, Catalog Department, University of Miami, Chairman. 


12:30 p.m. REFERENCE ROUNDTABLE luncheon and business meeting. Mrs. Ara 
K. Atherton, Reference Librarian, Albertson Public Library, Orlando, 
Chairman. 


JOINT PROGRAM of Reference and Catalogers’ Roundtables: 

“Florida Historic Site Marking.” Emmett L. Hill, Director, State Board of 
Parks and Historic Memorials, Tallahassee. 

“Florida Materials: Acquisition, Cataloging and Servicing.” PARTICIPANTS: 
University of Florida: Margaret Chapman, Librarian, P. K. Yonge Library 
of Florida History; Frances Apperson, Documents Librarian; Marian 
Youngs, Catalog Department. 

Miami Public Library: James Renz, Catalog Department. 


2:00 p.m. TRUSTEES AND FRIENDS SECTION: Business Meeting. Mrs. Sara 
Rogers, presiding. 


2:00 p.m. SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES SECTION: A Demonstration, 
Miss Grace Rayfuse, presiding. 


“Reading Guidance Methods.” Book TaALks: Mrs. Elizabeth Stephens, Li- 
brarian, St. Petersburg High School. STORYTELLING: Mrs. Martha Jean 
Irwin, Children’s Librarian, St. Petersburg Public Library. READING CLUBS: 
Mrs. Joanne Neuman, Librarian, Ludlum Elementary School, Miami. 
PupPeT Piays: Mary Ellen Fabal, Children’s Librarian, Grosse Pointe 
Branch, Miami Public Library, and Mrs. Dalia Lamar, Children’s Assistant, 
Miami Public Library. 


3:00 p.m. PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION: Chairman, Mrs. Virginia Grazier, Li- 
brarian, Gainesville Public Library. 


“Status Seekers — Florida’s Public Librarians.” Panel. Participants to be 
announced. 


Comments: Dr. Lowell A. Martin, Editorial Director, The Grolier Society. 
7:00 p.m. BANQUET. THIRD GENERAL SESSION. 


Toastmaster: Thomas Dreier, State Library Board, St. Petersburg. 


“State-wide Library Planning; the Road Ahead.” Dr. Lowell A. Martin, 
Editorial Director, The Grolier Society. 


Sat=rday, April 2, 1960 
9:00 a.m. FOURTH GENERAL SESSION. Frank B. Sessa, presiding. 
General business session and election of officers. 
11:00 a.m. EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING. Elliott Hardaway, presiding. 


EXH | BITO RS FLA Annual Convention, Clearwater, 1960 


(As we go to press, February 1) 


AMERICANA CORPORATION 
Ray Prim 
THE BAKER & TAYLOR COMPANY 


Nat G. Bodian 
BRO-DART INDUSTRIES 


Samuel A. Brody 
P. F. COLLIER & SON, CORPORATION 


Harvey G. Pate 
F. E. COMPTON & COMPANY 


T. Warren Burns 
DEMCO LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


Harry J. Armson 
DOBBS BROTHERS LIBRARY 


BINDING COMPANY 
Francis Dobbs/John Dobbs 


Don Stillman 
DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC. 


Garrett F. Larkin 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA 


Clyde H. Snell 
ESTEY CORPORATION 


E. G. Lawrence 
FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK COMPANY 


Frank McCann 
CHARLES M. GARDNER & COMPANY 


Robert Phillips 
GAYLORD BROS. INC. 


Wesley Summers 
GERSTENSLAGER COMPANY 


Elmer F. Miller 


THE Fixecutlve 


SECRETARY 


by FRED BRYANT 


The Membership Committee is hard at 
work trying to get an increase from our 
potentiality of approximately 2,600 people. 
Even if you do not want to be an active 
participant in F.L.A. you can support us by 
giving us strength in numbers to influence 
our legislators for State aid to libraries. 

Our 1960 annual convention promises to 
be a big success. The Public Libraries Sec- 
tion is sponsoring a workshop on March 30. 
The exhibits will be better than usual this 
year with some new ones present. The pro- 
gram of the meeting has been given much 
thought and this great interest is reflected in 
the outcome. The Fort Harrison Hotel is 
one of the best we have ever had for a head- 
quarters hotel. Write for reservations early. 
Rates are $6 for a single room and $9 for 
a double. We hope you'll attend the meeting 
(there are gardens, shuffleboard, and a pool 
for outdoor activities). 
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GOLDEN PRESS INC. 
Lawrence F. Reeves 
THE GROLIER SOCIETY, INC. 
Ray Prim 
E. M. HALE AND COMPANY 
T. Q. Srygley 
HARPER & BROTHERS 
Donald Maguire 
THE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY, INC. 
Emily Blackshear 
THE LANIER COMPANY 


Paul Neff 
LIBRARY SERVICE COMPANY 


Tom Lester 
J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


A. M. Pope 
A. C. McCLURG & COMPANY 


O. E. Andreen 
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 


Norman S. Berg 
THE NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDING 
COMPANY OF GEORGIA 
Zack Haygood/J. T. Tolbert 
NEW METHOD BOOK BINDERY, INC. 


E. F. Rempe 
DON R. PHILLIPS, INC. 


Don Phillips 
RAND McNALLY & COMPANY 


Frank Stohler 
RECORDAK CORPORATION 
N. P. Poindexter/L. B. Hedrick 
REMINGTON RAND 
Ben Campén/H. T. Bland 
JOSEPH RUZICKA 
Joseph Ruzicka, Jr./Jake Williams 
JOHN E. SJOSTROM COMPANY OF 
PHILADELPHIA 


William H. Bayley 
SPENCER PRESS, INC. 


Forrest J. (Smitty) Smith 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE COMPANY 
Howard A. Friedel 
UNIVERSAL-DIXIE BINDERY, INC. 
Ernest R. May, Jr./Chase Sheddan 
THE H. W. WILSON COMPANY 
Howard Haycraft/Helen Geer 
THE WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA 
Herman Rubin 


Combined Book Exhibitors 


ABELARD-SCHUMAN LIMITED 

ABINGDON PRESS 

BANTAM BOOKS, INC. 

E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY, INC. 

HILL & WANG, INC. 

WILLIAM MORROW & COMPANY, INC. 

CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 

THE VIKING PRESS, INC. 

THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 

ALBERT WHITMAN & COMPANY 

(There are usually twenty-five or more partici- 
pants in the Combined Book Exhibit, and we 
expect that many by convention time.) 











BUILDINGS (Continued from Page 8) 
white ceilings of celotex acoustical tile. 
The rows of fluorescent lights are al- 
ternated with two rows of air condi- 
tioning outlets. The concrete floor is 
covered with sand colored rubber tile. 
The accordion room dividers, to pro- 
vide story hour and meeting space, are 
also sand color. 

The building which is 50’ 3” x 100’ 
4” in size was built at a cost of $70,000 
by Johnson and Curry, contractors, of 
Key West. Funds included $25,000 
from the county, $5,000 from the_city 
and $40,000 by public subscription. 
According to Mrs. Jean Lenkerd, li- 
brarian, “Our new library is an accom- 
plishment beyond all expectations, and 
we attribute this to the fact that it is 
the result of all the people in the com- 
munity working together to achieve a 
much desired goal. Every school in the 
community, the churches, all civic or- 
ganizations, the rich and the poor have 
played major roles in the production. 
We feel that the crowning achievement 
in this project will be the first extension 
of library service from the headquar- 
ters of a county-wide operation to 
people living along 100 miles of Flor- 
ida Keys.” 

Cash donations continue to come to 
the library for furnishings, landscaping, 
air conditioning and books. 


LAKE WALES 


A devoted group of Lake Wales Wo- 
man’s Club members gave their time 
and energy to keep the library going 
for several years. The quarters were 
well located in the City Hall, but the 
room was dull and dingy, there was 
no room for more books, even the 
donated kind, no working space and 
the under-paid, part-time librarian was 






just as discouraged as was the library 
committee. 

The committee decided the time had 
come to risk a referendum vote to 
establish authority for a tax or appro- 
priation for support of a city owned 
library. After a very thorough cam- 
paign, the vote carried by a good ma- 
jority and the library was turned over 
to the city for operation. The mayor 
and city commissioners promptly ap- 
pointed some of the staunch workers 
to the new library board. 

The site next to the Chamber of 
Commerce building had been desig- 
nated for the library for some time. 
Few libraries can be located on a main 
street, in the central shopping area and 
still be in a lovely park with a beauti- 
fully landscaped lake at the back door. 

The traditional style red brick build- 
ing is 56’ x 90’ in size with windows on 
every side for complete cross venti- 
lation. Broad walks and two low steps 
allow for easy access. A reading porch 
on the east faces the lake and opens 
from the adult area. The loading plat- 
form at the side of the building opens 
directly into the combination office- 
workroom. 

The interior of the library is open 
except for the southwest corner where 
a small music listening room and an 
audio-visual and meeting room have 
been installed. Good storage space is 
located just off the meeting room. The 
office-workroom is long and narrow 
(10° x 33’), thus allowing for various 
work areas which do not interfere with 
one another. 

The 29’ x 30’ children’s room may 
be closed off from the rest of the serv- 
ice area, thus allowing for story hours 
and for the normal noise of a children’s 
program without disturbing adults. 
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Remington Rand light birch furnish- 
ings were used throughout. 

Bernard W. Close was the architect 
for the building and L. F. Martin 
Builders, Inc. was the contractor. The 
complete cost of $70,000 for the 
building and $8,000 for the furnishings 
was raised by popular subscription. Ac- 
cording to Mrs. Pallas Gum, chairman 
of the board, advice as well as finan- 
cial assistance was freely given by 
builders, dealers, professional people 
and many others throughout the entire 
area. The contractor, a local firm, did 
the work on a cost plus basis. 

The largest single donation of $6,500 
came from the Bok family who built 
the beautiful Bok Tower at Lake 
Wales. Many organizations and indi- 
viduals contributed to the fund so that 
it will truly be a public library. 


RIVIERA BEACH AND FLORAL CITY 

Riviera Beach is justly proud of its 
new building constructed by the city 
on the municipal block on which the 
city hall and fire station are located. 
This new building of approximately 40’ 
x 40’ has high windows all around the 
room with shelving under the windows. 

The Lions Club of Floral City built 
a small new library and the community 
and county are providing funds for its 
operation. Other civic groups helped 
with furnishings and the finished pro- 
duct is very attractive. 


JACKSONVILLE’S NEW BRANCH 

The Westbrook Branch of the Jack- 
sonville Public Library was formally 
opened in December, 1959. This 70’ 
x 52’ 4” building of contemporary de- 
sign was made possible through a capi- 
tal improvement appropriation from 
the city at an all-over cost of $71,- 
112.70. Of this, $54,169.90 was for 
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the building, $8,500 for the site and 


~ $8,442.80 for furnishings. 


The building is of fire-resistive con- 
struction with a concrete floor slab on 
grade. The exterior walls are faced with 
a light buff pink Norman face brick 
with stone trim, aluminum and glass 
entrance doors and awning type 
windows. The floors of the main rooms 
are of permanent vinyl tile guaranteed 
for the life of the building. The heating 
and air conditioning are planned for 
year-round comfort. 

Jefferson D. Powell was the archi- 
tect and the contractor was the Dixie 
Construction Company of Jacksonville. 
Remington Rand furnished the steel 
shelving and wood furniture. 


ADDITIONS AND REMODELING 

Maitland Public Library has just 
tripled the size of its library through 
the gift of $35,000 by Mr. George W. 
Morrison, Sr. for the building and a 
gift of $12,000 from various donors 
for furnishings. 

At first Mr. Morrison proposed to 
provide a children’s wing, but later de- 
cided to provide two wings, each 34’ 
x 25’, to match the original building. 
An ell 35’ x 16’ provides work space. 

Library service in Sarasota was giv- 
en a substantial boost with the addition 
of 5,600 square feet of space to the 
existing building. The new building 
was designed to conform with the orig- 
inal concrete block construction with 
vinyl floor covering in cork design and 
jalousie windows. The building was 
financed with a bond issue of $50,000 
with an appropriation of $7,000 in 
capital funds from the city for furnish- 
ings. Kannenberg and Hanebuth were 
the architects and Meyer-Evans the 
contractor. 
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Whenever possible old furnishings 
were used. Remington Rand steel 
stacks were purchased. Folding chairs 
and a table were bought for the lecture 
room. Additional furnishings will be 
purchased as the need arises and funds 
are available. 

New parking space at the rear of the 
building will be paved this winter. 

The St. Lucie-Okeechobee Regional 
Library headquarters in Fort Pierce 
was the recipient of a stack addition to 
their crowded library through the gen- 
erosity of the estate of Mrs. Rose: F. 
Whitney. The $13,500 addition pro- 
vides 1,582 square feet of space in 
which two stories of stacks may even- 
tually be housed. At this time there 
were funds for only a portion of them. 
The white stucco building was designed 
by Kenneth P. Starratt and built by 
Jack Jolley. Stacks were purchased 
from Estey. 


GAINESVILLE 


The City of Gainesville is providing 
$12,000 for the enlargement of their 
public library building by 1,128 square 
feet. The additional space will all be 
used for work area and will have a 
built-in sink and supply and display 
storage cabinets. The construction will 
match the existing building. David 
Reaves is the architect and Dennison is 
the contractor. 


Remodeling an existing building is 
usually a very difficult undertaking but 
Belle Glade profited by taking over the 
building formerly used as the city hall 
annex. Through the complete coopera- 
tion of the city manager, mayor and 
city officials, the library board and 
librarian, adequate library quarters 
were attained for the city. A local arch- 
itect volunteered his services; partitions 






were removed, new lights and floors, a 
public washroom and a work area were 
installed. A large bulletin board was 
placed at the entrance. The new fur- 
nishings include a children’s size table 
and colorful chairs. 

The Mulberry Public Library pur- 
chased the old telephone building 
which they adapted for a library build- 
ing without any structural changes. 

New library service in Trenton; Lake 
City and Jasper is made more impor- 
tant by the attractive quarters in those 
cities. A new red brick building with 
an interior designed to show off the 
books to the best advantage and com- 
plete with air conditioning was con- 
structed by the City of Trenton to serve 
as Gilchrist County Headquarters for 
the Suwannee River Regional Library. 
Lake City provided a fire station which 
was completely remodeled and land- 
scaped for the Columbia County Head- 
quarters. Jasper has provided rented 
quarters in a store building in the very 
center of town and the lovely furnish- 
ings were the gift of public spirited 
citizens. Thus three counties have pro- 
vided attractive surroundings for the 
new service they have established. 


“The public library building should 
serve as a symbol of library service. It 
should offer to the community a com- 
pelling invitation to enter, read, look, 
listen and learn.” This quotation from 
A.L.A.’s “Public Library Service, a 
Guide to Evaluation, with Minimum 
Standards” aptly states the principles 
upon which new buildings are erected. 
This work gives the basic principles and 
some thirty-two standards pertaining to 
physical facilities of the library. Simply 
stated, they are a guiding light to all 
who would plan for new or remodeled 
buildings. 
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BOOKMOBILE (Continued from Page 9) 


the problem of having to extend or ex~- 
pand facilities so that they can meet 
the growing demands of the public. To 
meet these demands, it is necessary to 
educate the public and in particular 
the taxing bodies as to the value of 
public libraries. The use of bookmo- 
biles is one of the better ways to do 
this. A library having a bookmobile in 
operation readily creates a demand for 
library services which can be inter- 
preted to the members of the taxing 
body, and will be emphasized willingly 
by their supporters. The result is that 
when a library needs more funds for 
branch expansion or library buildings, 
the larger financial appropriations are 
forthcoming with much less difficulty. 
For a prediction as to the future of 
libraries and bookmobiles in Florida, 
one can only suppose that it will go 
something like this. The influx of popu- 
lation into Florida will be the decisive 
factor in the development of libraries 
throughout the state. Many of our new 
residents are coming from states which 
have good library service and service 
which meets their every day needs. 
They will demand such service here. 
The day may never come when book- 
mobiles will be nonexistent in Florida. 
They will be used very widely in the 
coming years to help in the establish- 
ment of larger units of library service, 
to extend service areas, and to rein- 
force existing libraries and systems of 
libraries. We, as librarians and also li- 
brary trustees, know that their use will 
not decrease until funds will permit the 
establishment of branch libraries with 
adequate book collections and profes- 
sional staff. Even then, one can fore- 
see the continuing need to serve the 
sparsely settled regions of the state. 
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THE PICTURE (Continued from Page 9) 
collect $20,000 for the purchase of a 
new and adequate bookmobile. In six 
months the old bookmobile circulated 
73,500 books. The new one would do 
much more and do this more efficiently. 

Miami Beach was the proud owner 
of a new $10,000 Gerstenslager book- 
mobile in 1952. In 1953 Lakeland was 
the recipient of a new Junior Welfare 
League gift bookmobile. 


By 1951 Hernando County had ac- 
quired a lovely library building, the 
gift of the Lykes family and had estab- 
lished a tax supported county library. 
In 1954 Friends of the Library pro- 
vided a bookmobile. Thus the first 
completely rural county service was es- 
tablished. 


Since that time a number of book- 
mobiles have provided service to out- 
lying communities in municipalities. 
All of these are Gerstenslager bookmo- 


biles. Orlando added a city traveling 
branch, Tampa has two bookmobiles 
and Miami and St. Petersburg each 
have one. 

The third county to establish county 
wide service complete with a bookmo- 
bile was Leon County. The Junior Serv- 
ice League gave the new library a 
pioneer model bookmobile to facilitate 
service immediately. That was in 1956. 

Then came the Library Services Act 
and the rural library development pro- 
gram. Suwannee Regional Library and 
St. Lucie County purchased small 
tookmobiles which utilized Ford van- 
ettes in 1958 and Collier County pur- 
chased a Gerstenslager pioneer model. 

In 1959, Alachua and Martin Coun- 
ties added bookmobiles and Suwannee 
River Regional Library bought a sec- 
ond one. This new one is a larger Ger- 
stenslager. The Suwannee bookmobiles 





serve seven counties with 127 com- 
munity stops as well as providing trans- 
portation for materials to eight branch 
libraries. The Alachua County book- 
mobile now serves rural Alachua and 
Bradford Counties. St. Lucie County 
became a regional library in 1958 so 
their bookmobile reaches residents of 
St. Lucie and Okeechobee Counties. 


Bay and Monroe Counties are wait- 
ing eagerly for their bookmobiles. Hills- 
borough County has funds in the bud- 
get for the purchase of a rural service 
bookmobile in 1960. 

Seventeen bookmobiles were serving 
seven municipalities and sixteen coun- 
ties by the close of 1959. Only one was 
in operation in 1950. 


Trustees Hold Regional Meetings 
(Continued from Page 14) 


proposed legislation will help their libraries. 
He stated that the Legislature will support 
any bill that clearly has the support of the 
voters of Florida. 


TAMPA MEETING 

On November 12, fifty-eight persons gath- 
ered in Tampa to consider good library serv- 
ice. Plant City representatives were by far 
the largest and most enthusiastic group at 
the meeting. They told about the new build- 
ing in the planning stage for them, the fact 
that the former Woman’s Club Library was 
now a public library with an appointed 
board, a library budget and a very active 
Friends group. 

The new library at Lake Wales was de- 
scribed. Sarasota, Orlando, St. Petersburg 
and other Friends of Libraries were discuss- 
ed. There was lively participation in the 
discussion of public relations programs, a 
board member's responsibilities, Friends of 
the Library groups and the establishment of 
county and regional libraries. 

Senator Sam Gibbons of Tampa talked 
about state aid for public libraries and asked 
the library group to be very realistic and get 
some bill passed even with small funds at 
first. He says getting the foot in the door is 
the first step toward aid for public libraries. 


FORT PIERCE MEETING 

Mrs. Reba Daner, vice chairman of the 
Trustees and Friends Section of F.L.A., pre- 
sided at the Fort Pierce meeting attended by 
fifty-two people from an eight county area. 
Martin County and the St. Lucie-Okeecho- 
bee Regional Library operations received 
the most attention. The entire Riviera Beach 
Board was present. 

The president of F.L.A:, Dr. Frank Sessa, 
described the program of the Association 


and urged all board members and Friends 
of Libraries to join. For only two dollars a 
year it is possible to know and work with 
others from all over the state for the cause 
of good libraries, to receive the publications 
and to know what is going on in the state. 

National Library Week will be held from 
April third through the ninth and Oscar 
Everhart, executive secretary for Florida, 
urged that all libraries and all citizens work 
to make reading more important to all citi- 
zens during that week. He said that each 
local community would need to organize its 
own program and that the public libraries 
should take the lead in this organization. 

Representative Rupert Smith of St. Lucie 
County advised that the library association 
organize a strong promotional campaign to 
put over their library legislation in 1961. He 
suggested that all candidates, and especially 
the candidates for governor, be approached 
concerning their stand on the bill. He said 
the bill which passed the House last year 
and never was voted out of the Senate Ap- 
propriations Committee looks like a reason- 
able bill with a maximum and a minimum 
of support. The legislators who talked at 
each of the sessions remarked that no special 
or new appropriations received serious con- 
sideration by the Senate last year. The gen- 
eral feeling seemed to be that a promotional 
campaign should be launched early and that 
strong citizen support throughout the state is 
necessary. Trustees and Friends can stimu- 
late this program. 


MIAMI MEETING 
The Miami meeting is still in the planning 
stage. A date and a program will be set up 
for a meeting early in March in the Miami 
Public Library. 
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Mr. WILLIAM LOWENTHAL 


National Library Week 

Mr. William Lowenthal, Florida 
State Chairman for National Library 
Week, is a busy man. But busy men 
are the ones who have the time to take 
on one more job. He is enthusiastic 
about libraries—so much so that he is 
also N. L. W. Chairman for Dade 
County, where he lives. Through his 
work with Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, he has been able to reach ex- 
ecutives in the various fields of tele- 
vision, radio and newspapers and there 
will be good coverage of the Week 
through these media. 

Mr. Lowenthal states: “Each com- 
munity must do its own publicity, al- 
though through the state committee 
every effort is being made to alert state 
organizations for National Library 
Week. And from these various state 
groups information should be filtered 
down to the local chapters. This will 
make it far easier for the local leaders, 
since most people will be aware of the 
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importance of National Library Week 
and will help out in observing it—at 
the local level.” 

It is a splendid opportunity for any 
library, however small or large, to tell 
its story and receive help from com- 
munity leaders in getting this story 
across. Mr. Lowenthal would welcome 
information of various activities to- 
ward Library Week throughout the 
state. He can be reached at 2100 
Collins Ave., Miami Beach. 


Shores Named 
Editor-in-Chief 

Dr. Louis Shores on February 1 be- 
gan a year’s leave of absence from his 
post as Dean of the Library School at 
Florida State University in order to 
serve as Editor-in-Chief of Collier’s 
Encyclopedia. He expects to commute 
from New York to Tallahassee on a 
monthly basis. Mr. Robert G. Clapp 
will serve as Dean during Dr. Shores’ 
leave. 


Mrrs. Edmonds Delegate 
to White House Conference 

Mrs. May H. Edmonds, Coordinator 
of Work with Children and Young Peo- 
ple, Miami Public Library, is one of 
nineteen librarians named delegates to 
the White House Conference on Child- 
ren and Youth by their respective states. 
An estimated 7,000 delegates at this 
fiftieth anniversary White House Con- 
ference will gather in Washington, 
March 27-April 2. There are fifty-five 
librarians among them, the other thirty- 
six were named as representatives of 
ALA and its various sections. Mrs. 
Edmonds served as FLA Liaison to the 
Florida State Planning Committee for 
the conference, and subsequently was 
named by Governor LeRoy Collins as 
a delegate from Florida. 








Florida BOOKS & AUTHORS 


ADULT BOOKS 


Reviewed by 
Mary McRory, State Library 


HASTINGS, HELEN KING. A Little 
Widow Is a Dangerous Thing, by Helen 
King Hastings and Jean Muir. 255p. Put- 
nam’s. (c1959) $3.50. 

When her husband dies an energetic 
middle-aged woman determines not to give 
up their cattle ranch in the flatwoods near 
Ocala, and she has her difficulties not only 
with livestock but also with neighbors who, 
among other things, promote a second mar- 
riage for her. The book is a series of epi- 
sodes rather than an autobiography. It falls 
far short of being as humorous as the au- 
thor and her collaborator obviously intended, 
but the local color is good. 


HILL, RUTH LIVINGSTON, The South 
Wind Blew Softly. 255p. Lippincott. 
(c1959) $3.00. 

A novel of light romance and religion set 
in “Pine City,” Florida. 


HISTORY OF THE FLORIDA EDUCA- 
TION ASSOCIATION, 1886 TO 1956-57. 
311p. illus. Tallahassee, The Association. 
1958. $3.00. 


A comprehensive history of the Florida 
Education Association and its publications. 
One section contains brief biographical 
sketches of leaders in the association through 
the years. There is no index, but some in- 
formation such as the constitution and by- 
laws, presidents, and annual meetings are 
conveniently given in appendices. Copies 
may be ordered from the Florida Education 
Association, Pensacola Street, Tallahassee. 


MORRIS, ALLEN, comp. The Florida In- 
dustrial Fact Book. 120p. Tallahassee, The 
author. (c1959) $4.25. 

Thirty-eight brief case histories of Florida 
industries “selected as representative of ge- 
ography, of profit, and of size.” Interspersed 
with these are charts and tables concerning 
tourists, electric capacity, dwelling units, 

(Continued on Page 26) 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
Reviewed by 
May H. EpmMonps, Miami Public Library 


MENIUS, OPAL. Patsy’s Best Summer. 184 
pp. Wm. R. Scott, 1959. $2.95. (gr. 3-5) 
Patsy’s life in an orphanage is suddenly 

changed by the surprise of earning a trip to 

California because of her high grade in a 

geography examination. 

“I am Patsy Henderson. I live in Lakewell 
Children’s Home, but this summer I’m with 
some people who are on a tour.” This is 
how Patsy explains herself to the old gentle- 
man who was stuck with her in a hotel ele- 
vator. By that time she was used to having 
things happen to her: accused of stealing a 
purse, lost in Carlsbad Caverns, bearer of a 
secret letter to deliver to an unknown boy 
in another city. Best of all the trip was for 
Patsy a chance to be “the only one for a 
little while instead of one of hundreds of 
children.” 

The slight social studies slant does not 
overshadow the easy reading style, reason- 
able plot and appeal of an “orphan” story 
to girls from 8-to-11. Florida author— 
Pompano Beach. 


PETERS, THELMA. Cove of the Silver 
Fish. 249 pp. Lothrop, 1959. $3.00 (gr. 
9-12) 

A delightful young novel set in the Ba- 
hamas has as its heroine eighteen-year-old 
Pen Magill. She is understandably devoted 
to her older brother because they have both 
been “neglected” by wealthy relatives since 
their own parents’ death. Pen uses her col- 
lege vacation to make an unauthorized trip 
to the Bahamas to join her brother at the 
marine laboratory where he works, only to 
find that Kip is missing and reported drown- 
ed. An Anglican priest and Tom Light- 
bourne, the island boy who turns out to be 
the romantic interest, are the two people 
who help Pen unravel the slim clues that 
reinforce her feeling that Kip met with foul 
play. 

Thelma Peters was until recently head of 
the history department at Miami Edison 

(Continued on Page 27) 





MORE ADULT BOOKS 
(Continued from Page 25) 


manufacturing areas, and other subjects per- 
taining to industry. Paperbound. Indexed. 
Copies are available from the author, The 
Capitol, Tallahassee. 


SMITH, MARY E. Florida, a Way of Life, 
by Mike Smith (ps2ud). 272p. illus. Dutton. 
1959. $3.95. 

A readable and entertaining guide for 
those who are considering moving to Florida 
permanently. There are chapters on climate, 
hurricanes, living costs, retirement, work, 
recreation, hobbies (many of which have led 
to industries), and housing. Thumbnail 
sketches of the principal cities and towns 
are given as well as a little history of the 
state. A bibliography is included, and there 
is an index. 


STRICKLAND, VIRGIL E. Flickering 
Lights, a Treasure Chest of Floridiana. 
170p. Exposition Press. (c1959) $3.50. 


Twelve stories varied in time and locale, 
some of which are adaptions of writings by 
others. There is seldom an indication by 
statement or implication as to whether a 
particular story is fiction or legend, or a 
combination of one of these with fact. There 
are stories of pirates, steamboats, romance 
and exploration, but the book does not pro- 
vide the interest implicit in the material and 
can be recommended only for extensive col- 
lections of Floridiana. 


Pre-bound Juveniles-2600 Titles 
Best Readers 1st 3 Grades-490 Titles 


BE SURE & COMPARE OUR PRICES 


PARAGON BINDINGS 
P.O. BOX 57, VANDALIA, MICH. 





Of Special Interest 


The first volume of the 1959 Florida 
Statutes has been published; the other two 
are expected to be ready in February. The 
set is available for $24.00 from the Secre- 
tary of State, The Capitol, Tallahassee. This 
should be considered an essential purchase 
by every Florida library. 


Other recent publications by state agencies 
that are of special interest are Thoroughbred 
Horse Breeding in Florida (Department of 
Agriculture Bulletin No. 182), the only pub- 
lication on the subject, and Ports of the 
State of Florida, Statistics, published by the 
Development Commission. 


HUNTER, MEL. The Missilemen; a stirring 
picture of a new breed of men. 19Ipp. 
illus. Doubleday, 1960. $4.95. 


Pictures with accompanying text, telling 
graphically and well the story of “the 
world’s most valuable real estate,” the mis- 
sile base at Cape Canaveral. The excellent 
photographs, taken by the author and many 
others, show not only the giant rockets, 
awaiting launching and in action, and the 
work of preparing them, but also the famous 
Cocoa Beach section, and families of the 
workers at home and at play—in short, the 
lives of the men who are helping to make 
history. The text accompanying the photo- 
graphs is excellent, and the book belongs in 
both adult and young people’s collections. 
(Review by Louise M. Maurer, Science and 
Technology Librarian, Miami Public 
Library.) 



















MORE CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
(Continued from Page 25) 


Senior High School. She knows the islands 
well and sets the story skillfully in this 
background. The characters, including the 
island people and the staff at the laboratory, 
are interesting and believable. The writing is 
much more polished than the average youth 
novel. Attractive format and lovely jacket 
are a credit to a worthy book for older girls. 
Florida author.—Miami. 


FLOETHE, LOUISE and RICHARD. Cow- 
boy on the Ranch. n.p. Scribners, 1959. 
$2.95. (gr. P-3) 

The cowboy’s work throughout the .year 
shown in a picture story that is both artistic 
and vigorous. Illustrations convey real feel- 
ing for the cowboy’s country and his life, 
concentrating on the wide-open spaces rather 
than details of apparel and equipment. Large 
print and careful placement of the full-page 
pictures make it satisfying to 2nd and 3rd 
graders who want to read for themselves. 
Florida author and illustrator.—Sarasota. 


GOUDEY, ALICE E. Houses from the Sea. 


Illustrated by Adrienne Adams. n.p. Scrib- 

ners, 1959. $2.95. (gr. P-3) 

A distinguished picture book is an imagi- 
native description of a day at the beach as 
well as an artistic introduction to shells. 
While this does not replace True Book of 
Pebbles and Shells by Illa Podendorf as a 
primary level exposition of the subject, nor 
substitute for the slightly more advanced 
First Book of Sea Shells by Betty Cavanna, 
Houses from the Sea is a unique and beauti- 
ful book worthy of inclusion in Florida 
children’s collections. 


RITCHIE, BARBARA. Ramon Makes a 
Trade. 48 pp. Parnassus, 1959. $3.25. 


This excellent picture story in English and 
Spanish will be of interest in many Florida 
areas where a Spanish speaking population 
or an emphasis on the teaching of Spanish 
needs to be considered. It carries to a higher 
grade level the type of material so success- 
fully introduced in the Berlitz Spanish for 
Children (Grosset) and See and Say by Fras- 
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coni (Harcourt). The story of Ramon’s in- 
genious trading begins with the lovely 
orange pottery bowl he made himself and 
leads through all the boylike “deals” until 
he acquires the green parakeet he wants so 
much. Literary style and pleasing format 
bring this book far above the ordinary 
language exercises for 3rd-to-Sth graders. 
This is exactly what Spanish speaking and 
American children interested in the second 
language are asking for. The English is at 
the top of each page with the corresponding 
Spanish section at the bottom. Six pages of 
“Frases utiles tomadas del cuento” encour- 
age the reader to make his own sentences. 
No pronounciation. 


ARUNDEL, JOCELYN. Jingo, Wild Horse 
of Abaco. 137 pp. Whittlesey, 1959. $2.95. 
(gr. 4-6) 

Jenny and her friend, 12-year-old Tim, 
attempt to tame a beautiful colt they dis- 
cover among an island herd of wild horses. 
Before Jenny can bring him home, Jingo is 
abducted and the chase takes her through 
a storm at sea, a night on a deserted beach 
and a good humored finish in a Bahama 
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village. While not as compelling as her 
Simba of the White Mane, this will appeal 
to 4th-to-6th grade Marguerite Henry fans 
and others who may be attracted by the un- 
usual Bahamian setting. Good format is en- 
hanced by Wesley Dennis pictures. 


PARSONS, TOM. Boys’ Book of Outboard 
Boating. 120 pp. Macmillan, 1959. $2.50, 
(gr. 5-8) 

Reading through this will save many boys 
from learning the hard way. Good elemen- 
tary information on boats and boating; espe- 
cially on matching an outboard to the boat; 
selecting the equipment; how to get the best 
use from your outboard; and how to keep 
it running. Basic information on safety, rules 
of the road and aids to navigation. Un- 
usually good outboard waters are listed by 
states. Under Florida it says, “to list the 
lakes and rivers would be pointless. There 
are boating waters everywhere in Florida. 
Pick your water, pick the town nearest and 
write to the chamber of commerce; every 
town in Florida has one. For overall infor- 
mation write to Florida State Advertising 
Commission in Tallahassee, Florida.” 
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Editor’s 
NOTES 


About fifteen Florida librarians and trus- 
tees attended the sessions of ALA Mid-Win- 
ter in Chicago in January. FLA President 
Frank B. Sessa is a nominee for Vice-Presi- 
dent and President-Elect of the Public Li- 
brary Association. 


Jean Lee Latham, Newbury prize-winning 
author, was the speaker at the opening 
ceremonies of the new Miami Springs Public 
Library on January 24. The former Youth 
Center building was remodeled into attrac- 
tive and efficient quarters. Mrs. Gladys An- 
derson and Mrs. Lucille Pardue received 
the congratulations and good wishes of a 
large group of interested citizens and friends 
who attended. 


Dr. Curtis W. Reese was the principal 
speaker at the dedication of the Frank D. 
Berlin Memorial Library at Orange Gar- 
dens, near Kissimmee, on November 15, 
1959. The library will be operated as a 
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community service by the Orange Gardens 
Civic Association, with Miss Janet Easdale 
as Chairman of the Library Committee. 


The editor wants to make a deep bow to 
Miss Verna Nistendirk, who played a tre- 
mendous part in supplying the material for 
the report on public library activities in the 
state as given in this issue. Her co-operation 
and enterprise are appreciated. 


Several inquiries have been made about 
acquiring reprints of articles from FLOR- 
IDA LIBRARIES. If reprints are desired, 
the request for them must be received within 
ten days after the mailing date of the issue. 
The printer has agreed to hold the type for 
that period and to give an estimate of the 
costs, which vary according to many factors. 

We are most grateful to the people who 
responded to our request for particular back 
issues needed to fill orders from libraries 
wanting to bind FLORIDA LIBRARIES. 
We are still unable to supply complete sets, 
due to the scarcity of the first two issues. 
The first issue was mimeographed, and we 
may have a new “edition” prepared. 
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its quality. 
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FLORIDA LIBRARIES INDEX 


VOLUME X, JUNE 1959—Marcu 1960 


Academic libraries, News from, D, p. 18-19 

Adams, Zella (review) S, p. 11 

ALA Conference, June 1959, S, p. 9; January 
1960, M, p. 29 

Art libraries, D, p. 3 + 

Beust, Nora E. (port.) J, p. 17; Co-operation 
between school and public libraries, S, p. 23; 
A progress report on children’s books, §S, p. 
24-25 

The Bookmobile in Florida, by R. E. Hamilton 
and Verna Nistendirk, M, p. 9 + 

Brinton, Harry (port.) named director at Jack- 
sonville, S, p. 11 

Bryant, Fred see Executive Secretary’s Notes 

Buildings, Public library, M, p. 5 + 

Byers, Sarah, (port.) M, p. 12 

CATALOGERS’ ROUNDTABLE. Minutes, J, p. 10 

Children’s books, Progress report on, S, p. 24- 
25; Reviews see Book reviews 

Children’s library service, Standards for, S, p. 
5 + 

Classification: Art books, D, p. 3 

Clearwater, our convention city, M, p. 10 

Clearwater’s public library, M, p. 11-12 

COLLEGE AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION. Min- 


utes, J, p. 7; News from academic libraries, 
D, p. 18-19 

Co-operation between school and public li- 
braries, by Nora E. Beust, S, p. 23 

Developing a system of libraries, by Emerson 
Greenaway, J, p. 3 + 

Dobbs Brothers’ scholarship, D, p. 19 

Eason, Mrs. Helga, Liaison to White House 
Conference on Aging, D, p. 14 

Editor’s notes, J, p. 20; S, p. 10; D, p. 24; M, 
p. 29 

Edmonds, Mrs. May H. (port.) S, p. 5; Book 
reviews by see Book Reviews — Children’s 
Books; FLA Liaison to State Planning Com- 
mittee for White House Conference on Child- 
ren and Youth, D, p. 16; Named delegate to 
White House Conference, M, p. 24; Standards 
for children’s library services, S, p. 5 +- 

Everhart, Oscar C. (port.) State Executive Di- 
rector for NLW, D, p. 15 

Executive Secretary’s notes, J, p. 20; S, p. 28; 
D, p. 16; M, p. 18 

Exhibitors at 1960 FLA, M, p. 18 

Fellowships at Univ. of Florida, D, p. 31 

Florida Assn. of School Lib’ns, Workshop, D, 
p. 26 

Florida Books and Authors see Book Reviews 

Florida Fine Arts Council, D, p. 15 


FLoripa Liprarieés financial report, 1958-59, J, 
p. 13 


FLORIDA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION: Committees, 
1959-60, D, p. 13; Conference program, 1960, 
M, p. 16-17; Executive board: (port.) J. p. 
16-17; Minutes, J, p. 7; J, p. 12; D, p. 12-13; 
President’s message, D, p. 11; Proceedings, 
1959, J, p. 6 +; Treasurer’s report, J, p. 28 

Florida State Library Assn. Workshop, D, p. 26 

FSU Library School: changes curriculum, J, p. 
26; Dean Shores takes leave, M, p. 24 

Florida’s new junior college libraries, by Leon 
F. Fordham, D, p. 5 + 

Fordham, Leon F. (biog.) D, p. 24; Florida’s 
new junior college libraries, D, p. 5 +- 

General Extension Division of Florida, D, p. 19 

Greathouse, Glenn A., as speaker, J, p. 7 

Greenaway, Emerson (port.) J, p. 3, 16; Devel- 
oping a system of libraries, J, p. 3 + 

Hamilton, Robert E. The bookmobile in Flor- 
ida, M, p. 9 + 

Highlights in public school library service in 
1958-59, by Audrey Newman, S. p. 7 + 

Hoersting, Mrs. Frances C. (biog.) D, p. 24; 
The library of the Ringling Museum of art, 
D, p. 3 + 

In Memoriam: 

Bailey, Mrs. Serena Ross, D, p. 21 
Borden, Miss Page, S, p. 11 
Kroll, Mrs. Ellene J., S. p. 11 

Jacksonville gets new director, S, p. 11 

Junior college libraries, D. p. 5 + 

Kirn, Ann. My experience with “The leopard on 
a string,” S, p. 25-26 

Legislative program, by Verna Nistendirk, J, p. 
3 +4 

Libraries, Developing a system of, J, p. 3 + 

The Library of the Ringling Museum of Art, by 
Frances C. Hoersting, D, p. 3 + 

Lowenthal, William S. (port.) M, p. 24; Chair- 
man for NLW, D, p. 15; M, p. 24 

Lytle, Andrew N. (port.) S, p. 3; Reading and 
the primacy of the word, S, p. 3 + 

MacBean, Mrs. Dilla (port.) M, p. 15; at FASL 
workshop, D, p. 26 

McCoy, Francis T. (review) S, p. 32 

McGraw, Mrs. Mary Drue (biog.) D, p. 24; 
(port.) D, p. 7; Newspaper libraries, D, p. 
7 + 

McNeal, Archie L. (port.) J, p. 17; FLA presi- 
dent, 1959-60, J, p. 6, 11; Reports as ALA 
councillor, S, p. 9 

McRory, Mary see Book Reviews: Adult Bookg 

Martin, Lowell A. (port.) M, p. 15 

Maurer, Louise M. (review) M, p. 26 

Miami News library, D, p. 7 + 


Morris, Mrs. Christine (port.) M, p. 12 
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My experience with “The leopard on a string,” 
by Ann Kirn, S, p. 25-26 


National Library Week, D, p. 15; M, p. 24 

Newman, Audrey (port.) S, p. 22; Highlights 
in public school library service in 1958-59, S, 
p.7 + 

News from the academic libraries, D, p. 18-19 

Newspaper libraries, by Mary Drue McGraw, 
D, p. 7 + 

Nistendirk, Verna (port.) J, p. 16; The book- 
mobile in Florida, M, p. 9 +; Legislative 
program, J, p. 3 +; Public library buildings, 
M, p. 5 + 

Powell, Ben E. (port.) M, p. 15 

Pratt, Glenn M. (biog.) D, p. 24; Words by the 
million! D, p. 9 + 

A progress report on children’s books, by Nora 
E. Beust, S, p. 24-25 

Pus.ic LipraRigs SECTION. Minutes, J, p. 9; 
Workshop on book selection, M, p. 13 

Public library buildings, by Verna Nistendirk, 
M, p. 5 + 

Reading and the primacy of the word, by A. N. 
Lytle, S, p. 3 + 

Reference materials, New, J, p. 13; S, p. 26, 32; 
M, p. 29 

REFERENCE ROUNDTABLE. Minutes, J, p. 10 

Ringling Museum of Art library, D, p. 3 + 


Rogers, Mrs. W. J. (Sara) (port.) J, p. 17; Re- 
ceives trustees’ citation, J, p. 11, 13; Reports 
on Trustees’ regional meetings, M, p. 14 + 

SAC workshop at FSU, D, p. 26 

Sarasota authors, D, p. 9 +~ 

Scholarship given by Dobbs Brothers, D, p. 19 

SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’s LIBRARIES SECTION. 
Minutes, J, p. 8-9 

School libraries—Children’s books, four talks, 
S, p.7 + 

School libraries: Cooperation with public li- 
braries, S, p. 23; Highlights of service in 
1958-59, S, p. 7 4- 

Sessa, Frank B. (biog. & port.) D, p. 11; ALA 
nominee, M, p. 29; President’s message, D, 
p. 11 

Shores, Louis, named editor Collier’s Encyclo- 
pedia, M, p. 24 

Standards for children’s library service, by May 
H. Edmonds, S, p. 5 + 

State library news, J, p. 8; D, p. 17; M, p. 13 


Summers, F. W. named business manager of 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES, D, p. 24 


System of libraries, Developing a, J, p. 3 + 
Taylor, Mrs. G. Elizabeth (review) S, p. 32 


Trustees’ citation: awarded to Sara Rogers, J, p. 
11, 17; Report of committee, J, p. 13 


TRUSTEES SECTION. Minutes, J, p. 9; Regional 
meetings held, M, p. 14 + 
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UNESCO U. S. National Commission, D, p. 14 — 
Univ. of Florida fellowships, D, p. 31 


Wendel, Clara E., as FLA liaison to Florida 
Fine Arts Council, D, p. 15 


West, Stanley, reports on UNESCO U. S. Na- 
tional Commission, D, p. 14 


White House Conference: on Aging, D, p. 14; 
on Children and Youth, D, p. 16; M, p. 24 


Willis, Linda, awarded Dobbs Brothers scholar- — 
ship, D, p. 19 


Wisdom series films, D, p. 19 7 

Words by the million! by Glenn M. Pratt, D, p. ~ 
9+ 

Workshops: in October, D, p. 26; on book se- 


lection, M, p. 13; on public library problems, ~ 
J,p.9 


BOOKS REVIEWED 


Adult Books; Reviews by Mary McRory 
(see also Reference materials) 


Beater, Jack. True tales of the Florida west coast, D, p. 27 
Blassingame, Wyatt. Live from the devil, S, p. 29 
Cadin, Martin. Spaceport, U. S. A., S, p. 29 
Dusenbury, George. How to retire to Florida, D, p. 27 
Frank, Pat. Alas Babylon, S, p. 29 (see also S, p. 11) 
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